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When the Vermont singing master Justin 
Morgan took an ordinary-looking stud 
colt in payment of a debt from a Spring- 
field, Massachusetts debtor in 1791, no 
crystal ball could show that he was laying 
the foundation for a new truly American 
breed of horse that would be a major 
factor in the horse breeding history of 
the United States. No one cared then 
who this colt’s forebears were, but sub¬ 
sequent research has shown that they 
were probably largely Arabian, Thor¬ 
oughbred, and possibly Dutch breeding. 
Justin Morgan took this colt with him to 
Vermont, where it grew to be a compact, 
rugged stallion about 14.1 hands high, 
that could outpull and outrun any other 
horse in the area. He proved to have 
unusual prepotency, so that his outstand¬ 
ing traits were passed on to his offspring 
and their offspring, through succeeding 
generations. After his singing master 
owner’s death, the horse himself came to 
be known as Justin Morgan, and his 
descendants became recognized as Amer¬ 
ica’s first new breed of horse — the 
Morgan horse. 

In the early years of the new breed, 
these horses were the versatile utility 
horses of the New England farm and 
village. They did the lighter farm work, 
in an era when oxen did the heavier jobs, 
and they were hitched to the buggy to go 
to town for errands and to take the 
family to church on Sunday. They were 
the driving horse for the doctor, and 
for the village squire who could afford 
a special harness horse and fancy buggy. 

In the mid-1800’s, with selective 
breeding for speed, Morgans became the 
leading breed of harness racing horses, 
and posted the fastest records of that 


time. Cross bred with other blood lines 
for still more speed, Morgans helped pro¬ 
duce the Standard Bred, the harness 
racing breed of today. 

With the opening of the West, it 
was only natural that the intelligent, 
rugged Morgan should find its way to 
the western plains for use as a stock 
horse. Purebred Morgans were, and 
still are, used on the ranches for work¬ 
ing cattle and general ranch purposes. 
Crossed with mustangs and other west¬ 
ern horses, Morgans were foundation 
stock for many of the present western 
working stock horses, including some 
strains of the Quarter Horses of today. 

Along with the growth of the Mor¬ 
gan breed itself, Morgan blood has been 
a major factor in the development of 
several other present-day breeds of 
horses, such as the American Saddle Bred 
and the Tennessee Walking Horse, as 
well as the Standard Bred and Quarter 
Horse. 

With the horse and buggy sup¬ 
planted by the automobile, emphasis in 
Morgan breeding has been placed on 
suitability for all-around pleasure horse 
use, — trail riding and showing under 
saddle and in harness. Traditional 
Morgan versatility, intelligence and good 
disposition make the Morgan ideal for 
these purposes. Morgans are used for 
general pleasure riding in all parts of 
the United States. With the growth in 
popularity of the breed, there are now 
special Morgan classes at many horse 
shows, and Morgans are usually in the 
ribbons in pleasure horse classes open to 
all breeds. At competitive trail rides, 
such as the Green Mountain Horse Asso¬ 
ciation 100-Mile ride, Morgans have 
been consistent winners, because of their 
outstanding stamina. 

Morgans have well earned their rep¬ 
utation as America’s most versatile pres- 
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ent breed of horse. Small enough and 
sensible enough to be ridden by children, 
big enough and strong enough to carry 
mother and dad over the trails, zestful 
enough to make a sparkling performance 
under saddle or in harness at the horse 
shows — this is the Morgan of today — 
America’s ideal family horse. 
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